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LOG LINE  
 

A Japanese American mother struggles to come to terms with her daughter's 
autism diagnosis. Based on true events. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
 

After her daughter Yoshiko’s Autism Spectrum Disorder diagnosis, and her 
husband’s overseas military deployment, Saki Omura is finding life harder and harder to 
manage. Too ashamed to burden others and too proud to ask for help, this Japanese 
American mother faces the now-daunting task of giving her daughter the best life 
possible. Much more than a story of coping, “My Daughter Yoshiko” is also about the 
power of trading shame for empathy, and is based on real events. 
 
RUNTIME 
 
15 minutes  00 seconds /  16 minutes 33 seconds with extended credits 
 
ABOUT THE PRODUCTION 
 

The story is based on true events.  
 
 “My Daughter Yoshiko” is the first independent short film written & directed by 

Brian Blum outside of an academic institution. His fourth overall. 
 

Hamilton Yu has been the Director of Photography on each of Brian Blum’s four 
short films. 

 
Independently of each other, Saori Goda and Yoshi Amao were cast as Saki and 

her father Hideyo, respectively. It wasn’t until rehearsals that Brian Blum found out the 
two are married!  

 
“My Daughter Yoshiko” was shot in and around the Miami-Dade County, Florida 

area over the course of four days.  
 
“My Daughter Yoshiko” was filmed on an Arri Amira camera with a package of 

Zeiss lenses, and edited in Adobe Premiere. 
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 
 

To graduate from my high school, students were required to do 12 hours of 
community service a year, or 48 total hours. I volunteered with an organization called 
The Friendship Circle, which pairs up volunteers and special needs children for social 
visits, to provide recurring social connection for kids who struggle to establish personal 
connections on their own. By graduation, I had spent over 200 hours of community 
service with The Friendship Circle.  

 
Another constant in my high school life was Japanese language. I studied 

Japanese for four years under the same teacher, Mieko Avello -- who I called "Sensei." 
Sensei was that exceptional teacher whose class you looked forward to, who created a 
community where students wanted to learn, and who motivated us to go above and 
beyond in the classroom. Words cannot describe how much Sensei’s students admired 
her.  
 

Nowadays, I'm out of college, in a serious long-term relationship, and thinking 
about my future. My partner and I occasionally talk about whether or not we want kids, 
and I'm reminded of my time volunteering for The Friendship Circle. I'm reminded of 
how grateful parents were to have a young person there who understood their situation 
and empathized with them; someone to give them a short break every now and then. I'm 
also reminded of the prevalence of disability in my life: I have a cousin on the autism 
spectrum, a neighbor with severe physical and neurological impairment, a childhood 
friend on the autism spectrum, and a sibling with sensory issues who was misdiagnosed 
as autistic.  
 

The prospect of parenting is scary enough, and the idea of parenting a child with 
special needs can be overwhelming to even think about. I witnessed the struggles 
firsthand, and I was both fascinated and in awe of the unwavering and unconditional love 
displayed by parents caring for special needs children. I knew I wanted to explore that 
further in a film.  
 

And so, the research phase began. I started volunteering again and travelled back 
to my hometown to interview the parents of kids I had visited for The Friendship Circle. 
During this time, I decided to stop by my high school and visit my Sensei. I told her 
about my plans for this film, and to my surprise she told me that, in addition to being an 
astounding educator, she too was an autism parent. After spending hours speaking with 
her about her life and experiences with her now-adult daughter, I knew that this was the 
story I wanted to tell. I am honored and grateful that she trusted me with her story, and I 
am excited to share it with the world: the story of a remarkable and great woman. The 
story of my Sensei.  
 

— Brian Blum, Director/Writer 



 

www.airebedd.com                       678 Rugby Road 
david@airebedd.com                           Brooklyn, N.Y. 
+1 (347) 366-1916          11230 

5 

ACTOR BIOGRAPHIES 
 

YOSHI AMAO as HIDEYO 
 

Since arriving in New York from Nara, Japan, in 1990, Yoshi Amao has been 
entertaining audience as an actor, emcee, and samurai martial artist. As a samurai artist, 
he was cast for the main role of the TV series "Samurai Sportsman" (OLN, 2003) and 
invited as a guest for "The late night with Conan O'Brien" (NBC, 2004). He also 
performed the main role of “Rogue” on "Deadly She-Wolf, Assassin at Armageddon!" at 
Japan Society NYC, 2005 in Mandell Theater, Philadelphia in 2006, and La MaMa 
Theater in 2013, in which he was highly acclaimed as an actor and a co-choreographer by 
New York Times. He’s since been cast in “White Collar” (USA, 2009), “Blacklist” 
(NBC, 2017), and “Mr. Robot” (USA, 2019) amongst others. 

Website: http://www.yoshiamao.com/ 
IMDB: https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1372563/ 
 

SAORI GODA as SAKI 
 

Saori Goda was born and raised in Osaka, Japan. She started her professional 
acting career in Japan at the age of 18 and brushed up at HB Studio and Stella Adler after 
moving to NY in 2009. Her TV debut was as Janet Fujimoto on Monumental Mysteries 
of Travel Channel which led to a number of roles in the following years, including Love 
Your Selfie (NBC),  films “A Man Full Of Days” (Related Parts), “Cocktail Party” 
(Global Film Network Inc), and Disney Vacation Club Video. 

Website: http://www.saorigoda.com/ 
IMDB: https://www.imdb.com/name/nm3343383/ 
 

AMY HOERLER as CHERYL 
 

Amy Hoerler is an actress based out of South Florida, working mainly in the 
independent film community. Amy studied under her teacher and mentor, Mr. Burt 
Reynolds, at the Burt Reynolds Institute until his death (2010-2018). In addition to being 
a Master Acting Graduate of the Burt Reynolds Institute, Amy also studied at the 
Neighborhood Playhouse and the Atlantic Theatre Company in New York City. She 
continues to hone her skills as an actor and works on projects she feels passionate about. 

Website: http://www.amyhoerler.com/ 
IMDB: https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1539474/ 
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RIKA AKANISHI as KAZUKO 
 

Rika was born and raised in Kyoto, Japan. She started her acting carrier at age of 
18 studying at Kyogei, one of the oldest drama company in Kyoto. In 1995, she moved to 
New York City to pursue her acting carrier in America and graduated from Hunter 
College. She has been performing in various off-off-Broadway shows (“The New World 
Order”, “Hanjo”, “Luna”), feature films and shorts (“Cocktail Party” 2016, “The Party 
Beyond Obama” 2009, “Birth Day” 2015), web series (“Hodo Buzz”, “Rack & Ruin”), 
TV shows (“The Perfect Murder” 2017), and several TV commercials. 

IMDB: https://www.imdb.com/name/nm3351088/ 
 

MEI-LIN HOSANG as YOSHIKO 
 

Mei-Lin HoSang is a Asian-Hispanic Actress from Miami, Florida. She is a 
model, and actress known for “The Beach Bum” (2017) and “Unboxed” (2018). Since 
“My Daughter Yoshiko” (2019), she was featured in an episode of “Legacies” (CW, 
2020). Besides doing modeling, commercials and films, she enjoys gymnastics, hanging 
out with friends, and playing the piano! 

IMDB: https://www.imdb.com/name/nm9899301/ 
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KEY CREW BIOGRAPHIES: 
 

BRIAN BLUM – WRITER/DIRECTOR 
 

Brian is a NYC-based award-winning director, writer, producer, sound mixer, and 
programmer for the Miami Film Festival. Before receiving a BFA in Film and Television 
Production from NYU's prestigious Tisch School of the Arts, Brian honed his filmmaking 
skills by making commercials for his high school’s video PA system. Through this he 
met his Japanese teacher, Mieko Avello, whose story inspired “My Daughter Yoshiko”. 

Website: http://www.brianblumfilms.com/  
IMDB: https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0320588/ 
 

DAVID. M. NIGHT MAIRE – PRODUCER 
 

Cosmopolitan in nature, David is an alumnus of NYU: Tisch School of the Arts, 
earning his B.A. in Film & T.V. with a focus on Directing, and Minors in Producing and 
Psychology. This native Alpine’s passion for directing led him to pursue a Masters in 
Live Action Short Form at SVA under famed music video and commercial director Bob 
Giraldi. He Co-Founded AireBedd, a banner under which he has garnered hundreds of 
laurels and awards for his short films and music videos, and produced content for Louis 
Vuitton Moet Hennessy, Red Bull and the Leslie-Lohman Museum amongst others. 

Website: https://www.airebedd.com/ 
IMDB: https://www.imdb.com/name/nm4731396/ 
 

HAMILTON YU – CINEMATOGRAPHER 
 

Born and raised in the Bay Area, Hamilton studied film and, more specifically, 
cinematography at NYU: Tisch School of the Arts. Now an NYC-based DoP, he’s shot 
many films, and has accumulated production experience working with all kinds of 
cameras, actors, stories and directors. His work has screened at festivals such as Miami 
Film Festival, Short of the Week, BAFTA Shortlist, and Cannes American Pavilion. 

Website: https://hamiltonyu.com/ 
IMDB: https://www.imdb.com/name/nm8584500/ 
 

ECEGÜL ‘JJ’ BAYRAM – PRODUCTION DESIGNER 
 

Ecegül Bayram is a Turkish production designer. She graduated from NYU: Tisch 
School of the Arts with a BFA in Film & T.V. and a minor in Politics. She’s also an 
alumnus of Robert College of Istanbul. She is a recipient of Niklas Kalborg Production 
Award founded by the Kalborg Family and NYU; and the Bülent Ecevit Development in 
Arts Award founded by Robert College of Istanbul. She has worked professionally on 
multiple short films, music videos and commercials in the USA, Greece and Spain. 

Website: https://www.ecegulbayram.com/ 
IMDB: https://www.imdb.com/name/nm7171327/ 
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ACCOLADES 
 

WINNER
 

1. Zeno Mountain Award – Miami Film Festival 2019 
2. Best Dramatic Short – Oaxaca Film Fest 2019 
3. Honorable Mention for Best Narrative Short – Ojai Film Festival 2019 
4. City of Jacksonville Award for Best Florida Film – Jacksonville Film Festival 2019 
5. Best Dramatic Short – Williamsburg Independent Film Festival 2019 

 (as of 12th December 2019)

 
Nominated Finalist

 
1. Knight Competition Grand Jury Prize for Best Film – Miami Film Festival 2019 
2. Semi-Finalist – Stage 32 Film Competition 2019 
3. Light It Up Blue Award / Best Autism Film – Golden Door International Film Festival 2019 
4. Best Short Film – Annual Aarhus Film Festival 2019 
5. Best Short Film – Orlando Film Festival 2019 
6. Best Narrative Short – Jacksonville Film Festival 2019 

(as of 12th December 2019)

 
Official Selections 

 
1. Miami Film Festival 2019 
2. Stage 32 Film Competition 2019 
3. Macon Film Festival 2019 
4. UrbanWorld Film Festival 2019 
5. Breckenridge Film Festival 2019 
6. Golden Door International Film Festival 

2019 
7. DC Shorts Film Festival 2019 
8. Annual Aarhus Film Festival 2019 
9. Desoto Film Festival 2019 
10. Independent Film Nights at the Newtown 

Theatre 2019 
11. Oaxaca Film Fest 2019 
12. Orlando Film Festival 2019 
13. Virginia Film Festival 2019 
14. Ojai Film Festival 2019 
15. Bates Film Festival 2019 
16. Vancouver Asian Film Festival 2019 
17. The Extraordinary Film Festival 2019 

18. Philadelphia Asian American Film 
Festival 2019 

19. Asperger Film Festival 2019 
20. Jacksonville Film Festival 2019 
21. International Strasburg Film Festival 

2019 
22. Williamsburg Independent Film Festival 

2019 
23. Sound & Image Challenge International 

Festival 2019 
24. LIFFT India Filmostav – World Cine 

Fest, Lonovia 2019 
25. Green Bay Film Festival 2020 
26. Athena Film Festival 2020 
27. Brain Film Festival – Festival 

Internacional De Cinema Sobre El 
Cervell 2020 
(as of 12th December 2019)
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REVIEWS 
 

“A little snippet of a family’s life, My Daughter Yoshiko is a lot less about autism 
and a lot more about shame… Amid all her mother’s stress, the camera is very 
sympathetic to Yoshiko. We see things that are upsetting her out before anyone else 
does… It’s a short film but it is about a much-needed step when it comes to caring for 
someone you may not be able to understand or relate to normally. Accepting that it 
maybe is not going to be something you can change—and then deciding that doesn’t 
mean they’re a bad person and deserve to be talked down about.” 

- Dan Feldbusch, Shenandoah Film Collaborative – Strasburg Film Festival 
https://strasburgfilm.com/film-review-my-daughter-yoshiko/  
 
“My Daughter Yushiko is touching and heartwarming. Taking care of a family 

with a certain condition is just really difficult. A lot of families especially parents can 
relate to this film. I liked that the short film used this concept as it will make others 
understand what parents of kids with special needs go through on a daily basis. This short 
film will help raise an awareness that instead of judging, people need to help one another 
and give considerations to families with members with special needs. I can feel all the 
hardships and heartaches that the mother is going through and it is truly tough. A little 
help, a little understanding can go a long way. The story is beautiful and acting is 
brilliant. I salute director Brian Blum for making this film as a tribute to parents caring 
for their kids with special needs.” 

- Adam Paul Weber, Utah Film Festival & Awards 
https://www.facebook.com/UtahFilmFestival/posts/2552043631545776   
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CONTACT INFO 
 

Website Pages: 
http://mydaughteryoshiko.squarespace.com/ 
www.facebook.com/mydaughteryoshiko/  
 
AireBedd Productions: 
www.airebedd.com/my-daughter-yoshiko 
www.facebook.com/AireBedd 
www.vimeo.com/AireBedd 
 
Brian Blum: 
hello@brianblumfilms.com  
https://www.brianblumfilms.com/who 
@briantheplum 
 
D. M. Night Maire: 
david@airebedd.com 
+1 (347) 366-1916 
https://demm89.wixsite.com/dmnightmaire 
@dmnightmaire 
 

 


